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1. ! "Taxi Cabs: All taxi cabs in Bucharzst are privece. There ié no co-
:operative for taxi drivers, nor have drivers been organized in any othar
"way. By law issued by the CMOB :iecadquarters of the Bucharest City
Militia (through the Directia Serviciului Circulatiei, or DSC - the
Directorate of Traffic Control Service), taxi cabs may make tri.s #ithin
the capital, up to, and not £xcesding, the so-called °Linia de Cintura'
i or 'Linies Forturilor® (City Limits) Taxis may exceed those limits
! only if the car and driver have besn hired bi. a_"tate Institution - even
| for a single trip. For this, th: cab driversneesd 3 special vernit, issue
“of which is made by the DSC of the CMOB. as per written and official
| ‘request made by the fnterested S4ate Institution. The permit is issued
! for both cab-driver and car
. 2. . "Wow the old system of automati: tarift Laxation and automatic spparatus
3 Lsig ; bas been completely abol:ishsd. There are no officisal or approved
| cab fares; prices are agre-d upon by the cab-driver and client. Thus,
| prices are high. There ar~ vory ftew taxi cabs in Bucharest, and it is
a real problem fo: a cab-driver to kewp his cer in goed running conai-
tion. The total lack of spars parts is the problem: drivers often muet
!  perform miracles to repair th-iz vehicles The appearance of these cabs
: ‘cannot be described; they ar- usua‘”h’-n combination of makes. Tires are
i -“usually purchased through th= black market . prices depending an the
i condition of the tire n g ral, a blacx market tire ranges, in
| price, trom 700-1500C 1l&i. Wiasr - cab
State Institution, the e ot Ul
Institution concerued need. - car running condition (particularly
Yor trips LeyLnd e cooby osimac) c il TO suUpply the vehicle
WILHh sguia L ires TenmEoaal i it 15 pgoing to be used for two

2nd draver have been hired by a
bepetits:  since the
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or three months time). In this case, the Institution issues the cab.

driver a declaration stating that the vehicle aad driver have been

hired for the use of the Institution, and requesting that the driver be

issued a permit to purchase tires in State Stores, at official prices.

This declaramtion is taken by the cah-driver to the local City Sector

People's Board, Local Industry Section, for registration; and, after
‘recelving the finanl approval of the Commerce Section of the same City |
SBector People's Board, the cab-driver mAy purchase tires from the :
1.c.8. Ferometal State Store s> located opposite the former Jalea Shop

(nowadays also an I.C.8. Ferometsl State Store) at Sf. Gheorghe on

Blv. 1848 (formerly Coltei). The ofricial price for e new tire, brand
unknowa, is 550 lei.

3. "Cabs cannot be calied oy phone; taxi cabs Pfor hire may be fouud, partic-
ularly, in the following places:

@. Main Railway Station, and Wsatern Railway Station.

b. In front of the C C.A (Casa Centrala a Armatei -
Central House of the Army, formeriy Cercul Militar)
on Victoriel Strest .

c. Natiunei Squars, in front of the meat market.

d. In tront of the Central People’s Board of the City
(parked on Bursei Stre=t).

e. Near the Athene Palace
f. Near the Ambassador Hotel
€. In general, near all markets «(Obor Market, 1 May Market,
P t etc. i
‘ [
L. "While it is rather difficult to ecliaate fares, normally they are as
follows:

a&. From the city center (say, Balcescu Square) to the
Nothern Railway Station- approximately 40 led
b. From the city suburbs (say, Grand Bridge on
Grivitej Street), to Balcescu Square: approximately 60 lei

5. "Gasoline is purchased by the drivers, fiom the Competrol distributing
centers in Bucharest, without ¢oupons, at the rate of 3.00 1,_.} per
liter. N

6. "Iv i generally known that there are MSES informers among cad drivers.

Theese informers are ordered to report-

&. Conversations of political, commercial or ‘subversive
nature,

b. Transporting of goods rrom one place to another,(in
order to prevent black market sale.)

im)

e

T. “"The use of a taxi cabdb may attract the attention of authorities. (This
is not true when a cab is used from home to the ritiway station, aand
vice versa). The use of a cab by an ordinary citizen raises immediate
suspicion. A taxi ride from a cinema, restaurant, etc., to a home
might be questioned if the driver reported it to his superiors. If .
such a ride was quests cned, the investigatior would be handled very ' '
discreetly and quiecly, but might culminate, later, in the arrest of !
the passengex.

\
8. “Private Care: Nowadays, the only category of person atill.«aeningra
car, includes doctors, artiste, writsrs, eta.  Doctors have & otial
8ign on the front and rear wincow. 0L thzir vehiclis; it is a (home -
made) red cross. ALl Teatrs (LK) s -s -rngine cars, are MSS velicles.
They have the sawe rsing i plates as do o wate vehicles, and are
either grey or viacx
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“Private Trucks: At the end of 195>, all Rumanian-Soviet enterprises
(SOVRQM), were abolished. Thay wire replaced by similar organizations
vhose names do not inciude the ‘8 W¢ designation. Now there is the
Competrol (attacbed to the Ministry ot Mines and Petrol, on
Victoriei Street, in the former Banlock Building), and the Comtransport
(attached to the Ministry ot Constructicn). So rar, the Stat: has not
nationalized private owned trucks, nor in where any indicetion that
this w.."-dccur in the future To the contrary, the State det'initely does
not hinder truck owners, since it needs Uheir services. The State is
completqu unable to manufacturs and supply spare parts. 10 all
vehicleq were nationalized. the State would be faced with these problems:
| . !
| a. M.intenance of all vihicies.
A ‘ b. Employment of .?_uixlif'lj&d prrsonnsl LO Re-p record ol
! . vehlcles, =tz i
| €
\

oe

i
Procuremsnt of apar- ‘psrt:‘-. znd paym:snt o1 drivers even
when & vehicls became! unusable.

.

1]

L. |
So, the Btate has left truck O¥l-rB ¥2th the :llusion of independent
ownershib,ta}:ed them heavily. aod continued %o use their services.
Truck owners, aware of their not-#xpendability. have succeeded in
gaining ;certain rights |
I

| #fv=tive 1953, payment rfor the services of

8 truck owner, is made alrectly by |the State Institution concerned, to
the driver, in césh, twic~ monthly, through the Institution's Cash
Office. ‘Moreover, truck owners g:t gascline coupons (paying 1.00 lei
per liter for gas), and authori tatjon for the purchase of tires at
official prices. ‘
i i
“A very rigid ccntrol ensurss that both the State Inatitution employing
the truck and driver, anc the owuer himsel., pay duty-taxes. Every
truck is ‘ucucd & special registry ;by the Locel Industry Section of the
City Sector People‘s Board; the registry contains all data on the
1ndividua;l and the wehicle. The State Institution using the truck, has
to register all data pertaining to trips made (dates, distances, etc.)
and payments. Payments are made ev:ery 15 days, mand recoried in three
copies; one copy is kept in tha Institution®s files; the second copy
also rel-ijins with the Institution, and records deduction of taxes
automatically paid to the Finance Section of the People‘s Board, at the
time the ;driiver is paid: the third copy remains with the registry, in
possession of the truck owner. Thne! copy remaining vith the owner serves
a8 a control for the Financs Sertions of the People's Roards (at the
end of the year) with ths fins) determizasion of other taxes. Trans-
portation‘ of goods and duty taxes paid by & truck owner, ar Adrectly
proportiohate to the weight ot the t wuck Belov are two examples of
tax calculation:

|

| . C - .

8. A truck veighing 150 Lg. was pald 1 '~ lei per hour.
‘ Over a menth’ s time +~his truck could aveirage 10 hours

i of work ps:r day ror *o!day- Ther=fer-. the owner of the
‘ truck could make 2+ math 8= 3,170 1°1 por month. At the
} time of payvment, 756 of this amouns = = dur L-d for

! duty-~taxes. notvirg hi oovme o S i

. A truck weimning oo (g~ cnoaa L 5 1= Lo . The
} follewing - wi v ctv Sort L ¢ o n o0 howr @Ay, TG dorso i
Comentl Th e s iih e ek : wa i Pt leioa
| wenun, Kros- Co I S opay s wudb duty-tax on Lhe
} Fross TN, oty Sy il s month

i

|
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12, "Monthly incomes of truck owners are undoubtely higher than those of
the average State employee, or common citizens. On the other hand,
repairs and maintenance of trucks are financed by the owner (who has
tr-m done &t the privately owned °‘Ateliere Mecanice' Mechanics Work~
shopo, which preovide the sole hope for repairs). A net income cf
7000 to 0000 lei per month represents a vary high income, but the
State does not worry about it, knowing that snoner or later the owner
of a truck will have to pay a fortune for e spare part or repairs.
Truck owners are considered to be in the same category as private .
businenss men (as far as r?nts. etc. are concerned)., They are nct .
entitled to food ration cgrds, or any other privileges given the
State employee caste. Trrrk owners usually drive their own trucks;
very seldom does anyont owm WWC trucks, as this would involve the
hiring of a driver, and hiavier taxation as well. The principle
B satisfaction of truck driving, besidss the financial advantege, is
. independence: <truck owners and drivers need have no political ties,
need not attend political mestings (as employe®s or the State must do),
and may work for whateve: State Imstitution they wish. In the receant
A past, many have tried to become truck ovwners gnq drivers, but new
‘ rermits ar¢ no longsr issued. There ia « sémilegal -ay to get around
this problem, however: since driving licenses are issu=d only to
pergons within : *iesld of labor, (ae per request made by a State
Institution), amr employee owning a license, diswissed from L
State Institution (in which case his Ariving license is not taken
from him), may find somecne interested in entering a profitable
activity; one person supplies funds for the truck; the other person
supplies the driving license. Hence, a partnership is formed, which,
though less profitable tham independent truck ownersbhip, is still more
lucrative than most other occupations
| i
13. "Nowadays, 1n the courtyards of various Bucharest houses, one can i
observe people consnructidg a vruck, Or even 4 tanker (for tramsport- ‘
ing diesel 01l fTor the central heating system of IL]L administered
hcuses, from the Compatrol) with parte srom old trucks and cars of all
makes . i

‘ i
| H
1k, "Driving Licenses -nd Tranfic Licens- s - Plates - Motorcycles and 1
Bicycles: For every vehicle =vxcept a4 bicycle, the following i
docuents are required i ]

) a. Carnet U*f(v“dufﬁft {(driving iicense). tor the driver.
o) Carnet ur Circulati- (Clrculation or Trattic Permit),

{or the v=hicle . !

< Carnet. Fisacal (Fieocal Card) for the vehicle. |

i

The 1r'irst cne, +bove, ia imeued ry Luny  Rata or ‘Regia Autonoma

Avtocomicane tAutouomous Bedy ror “ruck or Car Trangportation), '
iocated on Minai Brava Stpest epprosiye e Obor Market. However,

nowadsays . “ivate citizens canuo. 4y Yor m driving liceanse; only

wien a Stute Institution semds one ~0 3ty ~mployess Lo ‘Rata’ to take

8 course 1or a driving liiense car one be obtaiged. Driving licenses

are or tnres Ciascess I motorey.liss, 1. ce and I11, trucks. The

training cour<se justs for bn& menth. ava payment is uade by the

institution necding the ==rvissa o1 the drover. Upon completion of the

courpe, ihe Low driver is a&sed a draving ) =nse, and begins driving

Yor the lmstitution. ‘The ssiconae wne {the Circulation or Traffic Permit)

is lasued by the DSC of tne CMOr  wnd mast nocompany & vehicle at all

times. The third ons (Fiscal Carai, is jssaued by the Pinancial Section \
of the Uity Sector mople & Board ~oucernoa  aud o prooi that the owner

of & vehicle naw paid all maven, apt L allo.
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| 15. "Anyone may purchase a motorcycle or bicycle. Formalities for owner-
: 8skip of a bicycle are very simple: with the purchsse bill, the owner,
| receives, immediately, (from the DSC of the CMOB), a Circulation ‘
; Peralt and a plate number; in addition, he gets a Fiscal Card trom the
i Finance Section of the People's Board. For a motorcycie, the situation
[ changes: the purchase can be made, but the o/mer camnot drive the

. motorcycle uniess he has a driver's license .

| 16. "As reogerds Rumanisn citixens in Bucharest, Traffic Comtrol Militia and

other Militia men control vehicular traffic. They check licenses to see

P if all taxes bave been paid, and to see whether the Traffic Permit is'

| still valid. Ne special permit is required of a Rumenian bicycle or |

mctorcycle driver crossing the capital's boundaries; he wdy even go to

8talin (Brasov). Al the city limits there are no blocks erected. There

is, however, a Traffic Control Militia to register numbers of all ?

vehicles crossing. All vehicles departing from Bucharest for unknown |

‘ destirations are booked; and plates of all incoming vehicles are f

| registered. A check is obviously made later. Along the road, the |

i Traffic Control Militia undertakes the same checks o were made in the

i capital. A similar registration takes place at the bounderies of the L
major towns. In the summer of 1953, all vehicle d

i vlates were c 50X1 -HUM
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